
 

Where do I need an Egress window?  

What are the requirements for egress windows?  

 44” maximum height from finished floor to clear opening 

 5.7 sf minimum net clear opening when window fully open 

 5 sf minimum net clear opening for windows at grade level only. 

 24” minimum vertical opening and 20” minimum horizontal opening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: A 20” x 24” window does not meet the 5.7sf requirement.  

If you choose a min. dimension in a direction, ensure the opposite direction is great enough to meet 5.7sf overall.  

Where can I find more information? 

Residential Egress Windows 
Quick How to Guide 

Basements, habitable attics and every sleeping room shall have not less than one operable emergency 
escape and rescue (egress) opening. Where basements contain one or more sleeping rooms, an 
emergency escape and rescue opening shall be required in each sleeping room.  Emergency escape and 
rescue openings shall open directly into a public way, or to a yard or court having a minimum width of 36 
inches that opens to a public way. (ORSC R310.1) 

State of Oregon Building Codes Division: Oregon Residential Specialty Code 

Section R310.1 - Emergency Escape and Rescue Openings will be most applicable: 

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ORRC2023P1/chapter-3-building-
planning#ORRC2023P1_Pt03_Ch03_SecR310.1 

For more information contact Hood River Building Department at 541-387-5202 

 


