Jennifer Kaden
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Douglas Gallant <douggallantak@aol.com>
Wednesday, September 2, 2020 12:06 PM
Jennifer Kaden
Variance 2020-14-IrwinVAR

Dear Jennifer,
I have been out of town for a few weeks but just became aware of this Variance Request for 10 East Point Court, which
we refer to in the neighborhood as the “Roddy” house.
I want to state clearly that I am AGAINST granting this variance to the City Code. This house is already the largest house
in the area and to make it taller would make it more of an eyesore. Furthermore, I see no pressing need for the
variance, they house is already very “busy” and heavily occupied to provide more structure up there would increase the
visual footprint.
The Code is there to provide a level playing field for all members of the neighborhood so we can plan and protect our
investments in our homes. I was contacted by another neighbor against and upset by this request, I am sure there are
more.
Thanks for your consideration,
Douglas and Susie Gallant
11 Lovers Lane.
907 360-2255
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Jennifer Kaden
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kristen Campbell <kcampbell@campbellphillipslaw.com>
Thursday, September 3, 2020 9:14 AM
Jennifer Kaden
FW: Irwin VAR request; File No. 2020-14

Can you please supply this to the Commission ahead of the hearing?
From: Lisa Roddy <lirwin.roddy@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 4:52 AM
To: Kristen Campbell <kcampbell@campbellphillipslaw.com>
Subject: Fwd: Irwin VAR request; File No. 2020-14
A few edits. Also one thing that is a bit offensive is Danielle’s flippant assumptions (that are not based on fact) about the
quality of craftsmanship and and design of the home. This home was meticulously planned over the course of two years
using a well respected architect (35k) and engineering around 20k. We also consulted with city staff every step of the
way, staff who were very pleasant to work with and we had great rapport with. My husband actually became a couple of
the guys doctor. As far as I’m concerned the only thing we did wrong was not cover the deck from the beginning, which
we had thought of doing but I thought we could add it later.
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: Lisa Roddy <Lirwin.roddy@gmail.com>
Date: September 1, 2020 at 11:38:50 AM PDT
To: Kristen Campbell <kcampbell@campbellphillipslaw.com>
Subject: Re: Irwin VAR request; File No. 2020-14
Hi Kristen. I’m available anytime. Yes received. This whole thing is so emotionally and financially
draining. So discouraging that one negative comment can cause us not to be approved.
Danielle does not understand the situation or process we have been through. We have never “patched”
the deck surface but have fully removed the damaged fiberglass surface and reapplied multiple layers
each time. The first re-do was done under warranty and we paid for product only. Other times we did
ourselves with consultants physically helping. We have also had it resurfaced by subcontractors because
the fumes landed my husband in the hospital.
This deck is not a cheap deck and was state of the art at the time. The initial install was quite
spendy. Even today, the reviews are positive for fiberglass decking and it is still highly recommended as
a tough durable deck surface that can withstand marine elements. We have four other decks with this
surface and do not have one crack in any of the others in 14 years. The issue is the sun.
Over the years we have had different contractors including general contractors look at it and most
conclude that we need to cover it. Both Tim Sweeney and Sean Palmieri recommend this. We thought
about a roofing type product but felt that we were so done with trying to fix the surface that covering it
made the most sense. It is also extremely hot up there making it unusable most of the time. We are not
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able to use this space currently and have not for some time. This is great space with a fantastic view and
we want to be able to enjoy it.
There is no roof surface underneath as Danielle seems to imply and the roof on the house is top of the
line, 50 year. Of course we would use a non-combustible product to cover the deck. The house is also
equipped with a sprinkler system for fire suppression. Below the deck is living space, which we are very
concerned about water penetration. We built this home with top-of-the-line materials, used engineering
extensively, and did not cut any corners. This is our retirement home and we built it to last. Art Larson
was our architect and he is well respected. We took two years to design this home and worked closely
with city staff during the entire process.
I reached out to Bell engineering, Tim Sweeney general contractor, and Sean Palmieri general
contractor. Others we consulted with are retired and we have lost contact with them.
Do you know the hearing time or can they submit in writing?
Sent from my iPad
On Sep 1, 2020, at 9:30 AM, Kristen Campbell <kcampbell@campbellphillipslaw.com>
wrote:
Hello Lisa. Did you receive these? I just received a call from Jennifer Kaden. She has
advised me that her staff report to the Commission will indicate that there is not
enough evidence for her to recommend the variance. This is based on Danielle’s email
and the suggestions that you may not have tried some of these other options. I know it
is short notice, but do you feel like any of the builders or engineer would be willing to
call in to refute this? Also, we should talk about some of these. What is a good time to
talk?
From: Jennifer Kaden <J.Kaden@cityofhoodriver.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 1:39 PM
To: irwin36@msn.com; Kristen Campbell <kcampbell@campbellphillipslaw.com>
Subject: Irwin VAR request; File No. 2020-14
Lisa and Kristen –
I wanted to share with you the comments I received from the City Building Official and
City Fire Chief regarding the Variance request submitted for Lisa Irwin and Tim
Roddy. These comments will be included in the record and staff report prepared for the
Planning Commission public hearing to consider the variance request.
As explained previously, the staff report and meeting agenda will be ready provided to
you one week ahead of the hearing scheduled for September 8, 2020.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Jennifer
Jennifer Ball Kaden • Associate Planner
City of Hood River • cityofhoodriver.gov
211 2nd Street• Hood River, OR 97031 • P 541-387-5215
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public disclosure unless exempt from disclosure under the Oregon Public Records Law.
This e-mail is subject to the State Retention Schedule.
<Fire Chief comments.pdf>
<Building Official comments.pdf>
<Building Official email.pdf>
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Jennifer Kaden
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kristen Campbell <kcampbell@campbellphillipslaw.com>
Thursday, September 3, 2020 2:57 PM
Jennifer Kaden
FW: Builder update

One more. Tim and Sean are licensed contractors. I can't imagine these folks would have invested to much time, energy,
effort and money were there other viable methods. Thank you.
-----Original Message----From: Lisa Roddy <lirwin.roddy@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 2:34 PM
To: Kristen Campbell <kcampbell@campbellphillipslaw.com>
Subject: Builder update
Hi Kristin.
I wanted to update you on conversations I’ve had with both Sean Palmieri and Tim Sweeney. I have not heard from Bell
engineering at this point. Both Sean and Tim looked at the deck last fall and feel that a cement deck would be too heavy
and a vinyl deck or roofing tiles would not seal the deck adequately and prevent water from leaking into the living space
below. They both thought fiberglass was still a great application and relevant for this setting. Both feel that the only
way to protect the living space below and have it usable is to completely seal the deck space and put a structure over it.
I have not done a zoom call. Is this what we’re going to be doing..... is there a link... do I need a code?￼

Lisa
Sent from my iPad
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