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CHAPTER 17.23 - ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADU) 
 
Legislative History:   Ord. 1912 (2006); Ord 2026 (2016) 
 
SECTIONS: 

17.23.010 General Requirements 
 
 
 

17.23.010 General Requirements 
 

A. An ADU may be created within, or detached from, any single-family dwelling, 
whether existing or new, as a subordinate use, where permitted by this chapter in the R-1, 
R-2, R-2.5, R-3, C-1 and C-2 Zones. 
 
B. Only one ADU may be created per parcel or ownership accessory to a single-family 
dwelling (no townhouse or duplex). 
 
C. An application for an ADU shall be processed as a ministerial decision. 
 
D. Only the property owner, which includes title holders and contract purchasers, may 
apply for an ADU.  The property owner must occupy the primary dwelling or the ADU as 
their principal residence for at least six months out of the year (case by case basis for 
exceptions). A primary residence shall be the residence where the owner is registered to 
vote, used as the primary residence for tax purposes or other proof that the residence is 
primary.  The owner shall sign an affidavit before a notary affirming that the owner 
occupies either the main dwelling or the ADU and shall show proof of a 12 month lease 
for the ADU occupant.  
 
E. The ADU occupant shall provide proof that at least one occupant is locally employed 
(Gorge – Hood River, Wasco, Skamania, and Klickitat counties), a relative or on a local 
assistance program for the rent. 
 
F. One off-street parking space shall be provided in addition to the off-street parking 
that is required for the primary dwelling pursuant to this Title. If the existing dwelling 
does not currently have the two required spaces, only the one for the ADU will be 
required.  In no case shall the residential parking requirement be diminished to provide 
the ADU parking. 
 
G. ADU’s shall contain 800 square feet or less.   
 
H. All other applicable standards including, but not limited to, setbacks must be met. 
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I. Upon sale of the property, a new owner shall be required to reregister the ADU, 
paying a reauthorization fee set by resolution of City Council. 
 
J. If a garage or detached building does not currently meet setbacks, it may not be 
converted to an ADU. 

K. All applicable standards in the City’s building, plumbing, electrical, fire and other 
applicable codes for dwelling units must be met. 

L. The owner of the property shall accept full responsibility for sewer and water bills. 

M. An ADU may not be used as a hosted homeshare or vacation home rental. 

N. The application and permit fee for an ADU shall be 1% of the building permit fee 
plus an amount to be set by resolution of the City Council. 

O. Beginning January 1st of each year the City will undertake an annual review of ADU 
permits to ensure compliance. 
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